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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 4-7 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form 
because a multiple dependent claim may not depend from another multiple dependent 
claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims 4-7 have not been further 
treated on the merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
The disclosure refers to element 6 as a rotational drive means, however, the drawing 
show 6 as the bulbous end of shank 3. There is not drive structure shown, instead it 
appears 6 is a bearing for rotation. At the other end of shank 3, there appears to be 
drive gears, not numbered. The disclosure refers to 5 as a head of contra-angle 4, 
however, the drawings appear to point to a projection on the inner wall of the head, this 
projection appears to be the snap-fastening means, whish also allows for rotation. 
There is not structure described or shown for how this snap-fastening means allows for 
the elements to snap connect and at the same time allows for relative rotation of the 
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elements, and as such, this feature is not enabled for one of ordinary skill in the art. 
The disclosure refers to a diamond shape, or oval, no numeral, that allows shank 3 to 
pass into the head 5. It is not clear where or on what element this diamond shape is. Is 
it the opening of head 5 or the shape of shank 3 or both? Further, the disclosure refers 
to a use of the device where by pressing the head along the long diagonal of the 
diamond, the snap-fastener mechanism is released. Because it is not clear where or on 
what element the diamond shape is located and because no detail of the snap- 
mechanism are shown or disclosed, it is not clear how pressing on the long diagonal of 
the diamond can release the snap-fastener mechanism, and as such, this feature is not 
enabled for one of ordinary skill in the art. In responding to this rejection, applicant is 
reminded that it is improper to add new matter to an application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Euvrard (6155827) in view of Butler (5120220). Euvrard shows a canal preparation 

device, column 1, line 7, support 4, instrument 2, shank 5, rotational drive means 6 and 

head 7. Euvrard does not show using snap-fastening means. Butler teaches using 

snap-fastening means 31 , 32. It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
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modify Euvrard to include the snap-fastening means of Butler in order to better 
assemble the parts, and it is noted that Euvrard suggests an alternative type of hand 
piece, column 1, lines 5-8, that is the same as Butler. As to claim 2, Butler teaches 
element 32 is made of a material that allows 31 to be snapped in, column 5, lines 17-20, 
and as such, this teaches one of ordinary skill in the art using a base that is allowed to 
deform. As to claim 3, the specific shape of the elements is an obvious matter of choice 
in the shape of known structures to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Drawings 

The drawings submitted February 3, 2006 are objected to as informal. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The IDS filed August 2, 2006 and the IDS filed November 8, 2006 have been 
considered and initialed copies are attached. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Mendoza (5374189) shows a bearing projection 60a. Grim et al 
(5645426) shows a snap-fastening means 39. Sale (6053732) shows a bearing 
projection 17. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John J. Wilson whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4722. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cris Rodriguez, can be reached at 571-272-4964. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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